The Growth of Sudan Communications
While the construction of the Nile-Red Sea railway
was in progress steps were .being taken to re-cast the
system of railway communications in the Northern Sudan.
The Kerma line was dismantled, the track was pulled
up and such of the material as was usable was laid down
again on a new line connecting Dongola province with
Abu Hamed. Two months after the opening of the Eed
Sea railway the Kareima line was opened for traffic ;
workshops were built to meet the needs of the steamers
and tugs plying on the reach, and Kareima became the
new " port" of the Dongola province.
Atbara junction had already been chosen as the site for
the railway headquarters and for the central depots of
the locomotive and engineering departments. The build-
ing of houses, workshops, offices and stores had begun
some months before the opening of the Red Sea line ;
and a few weeks after this event the administrative head-
quarters of the whole railway system were transferred
from Wadi Haifa to Atbara.
The completion of the line from Haifa to Khartoum
marked the end of the first stage in the growth of the
railway system of the Sudan ; the second stage ended
with the opening of the Red Sea and Kareima lines : the
third stage was now about to begin with the extension of
the railway into the Gezira and Kordofan.
Khartoum was now linked with its seaport by a direct
railway, 500 miles in length : the line to Haifa gave
direct access to Egypt, and the new Kareima line served
the needs of Dongola,
South of Khartoum the waterways of the two Niles
were the only means of communication, and the Blue
Nile was navigable for only six months in the year. From
the fertile districts of Wad Medani and Sennar the produce
of the country came down by boat to Khartoum, and the